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 The citizens of South Carolina had different 
perspectives (felt differently) about the American 
Revolution.

 Not all Colonists or South Carolinians agreed that 
the United States should be independent from 
Great Britain.

 Many people believed in self-rule through colonial 
assemblies, but many people in South Carolina 
recognized a strong trade relationship with the 
British and were fearful of the economic impact of 
trade loss.



 The perspectives and roles of different South 

Carolinians during the American Revolution 

were varied.

 Patriots

 Loyalists

 Women

 African-Americans

 Native Americans



PATRIOTS
 Patriots-those colonists who supported the 

Continental Congress and the fight for 

independence from Great Britain.

 Volunteered as soldiers to fight in colonial 

militias.

 Most from the Lowcountry and fought in small 

militias in their local areas.



LOYALISTS
 Loyalists-individuals who remained loyal to the 

King and Great Britain, were not in favor of 
seeking independence, and often volunteered 
to fight on the side of the British.

 There were more Loyalists in South Carolina 
than in any other colonies, except New York.

 Most soldiers in the Upcountry were 
Loyalists…not true Loyalists, but wished to live 
their lives without interference. 



THINK ABOUT…

 Why do you think the Lowcountry had more 

Patriots than the Upcountry?

 If you lived in SC in 1776, would you be a 

Patriot or a Loyalist?  Why?



WOMEN
 Women managed farms and plantations when 

the men were at war.

 Some served as messengers and  nurses.

 Some sacrificed their homes and fortunes to 
the Patriot cause.

 Some were Loyalists.

 Think about….How would you feel having to 
manage a plantation alone?  Would you rather 
be a messenger or a nurse for the Patriots?



AFRICAN-AMERICANS
 Most African-Americans continued to work as slaves in SC.

 Some served as soldiers for the Continental Army.

 South Carolinians feared a slave uprising and did not allow 

slaves to serve in non-military jobs-cooking.

 Later in the war, when men were needed, the law was changed 

to allow 1/3 of the militia to be made up of slaves, but not 

allowed to be soldiers.

 The slaves that fought with the Patriots were not offered their 

freedom in exchange for service in the army.

 Slaves who fought with the British, were promised that they 

would earn their freedom.

 Think about…Did the British free the slaves that fought for 

them? Why?



NATIVE AMERICANS
 At first, tribes avoided war.

 Many came to support the British because the 

British promised control of the west to the 

Native Americans.

 The Cherokee supported the British and 

attacked the colonists.
































