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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Welcome back to Philip Simmons Middle School!
After a nice little break, It is our hope that

RISKS AND DANGERS OF VAPING

students, teachers, and families all return with a
rejuvenated mindset! We are officially halfway
through the school year, and we have
accomplished so much already! As we begin the
homestretch, we should remember to keep our
PRIDE expectations at the forefront, and
continue to hold ourselves and each other
accountable! 2019 brings with it a myriad of
opportunities for students to make their mark on
the world. Together, we will make the end of this
school year the best one yet!

BCSD Mission Statement

In partnership with our community, ignite
in every student a passion for world-class
knowledge and skills through dynamic
instruction and personalized educational
opportunities.

January 2019
Important Dates

BCSD Community Information Night

1/31/19

6:30-7:30 Goose Creek High School

7th/8th Grade "Number the Stars" Field Trip

PSM 2nd Quarter Awards Day

1/18/19

1/22/19

8:30 AM- 5th/6th Grades
9:30 AM- 7th/8th Grades

BCSD Spelling Bee

1/24/19

6:00 PM, Berkeley High School

8th grade Tour of PSHS
Return permission slips by 1/18/19

1/24/19

Talk to your students about
VAPING

Click the link below to learn more information
from a December 2018 article by the National
Institute on Drug Abuse.
https://www.drugabuse.gov/news-events/news-releases/2018/12/teens-usingvaping-devices-in-record-numbers

Inside PSM
5th Grade
The 5th grade students went on a field study to the
Yorktown on Monday, January 14th. It was a science
and social studies based trip. Students got a glimpse
into the inner workings of an aircraft carrier and the
surrounding environment at Patriots Point. They
learned about Earth's vital marine ecosystems and
American History all while “Walking in the Steps of
Heroes.”
In Social Studies, we will begin to study World War II.
In Science, students are working on researching the
shipping industry as a part of the STEAM project. In
addition, we are starting our unit on landforms and
oceans. In ELA, we are continuing to work on
informational writing.

7th Grade ELA
In Ms. Coors’ 7th grade Language
Arts class, students are completing
end of novel activities for In a
Glass Grimmly and How to Read
Literature Like a Professor: For
Kids. When we return from Winter
Break, students will be reading
Soul Moon Soup, a novel written in
verse that focuses on issues of
hunger and homelessness.
Students will also be working on
creating a digital literary magazine
to showcase their writing
surrounding the causes,
challenges, and issues of
homelessness.

7th Grade Math
In Ms. Gemmells 7th grade math class
students are working on writing and
solving equations and inequalities.
Students are completing digital notes
through google classroom. In Ms.
Gemmell’s 7th grade GT math class
students are wrapping up statistics
and probability. After winter break
students will begin 8th grade content
for the remainder of the year, starting
with the real number system.

7th and 8th grade Science

Mrs. Fennick
Our biologists were awestruck to investigate the systems of
the human body. Encountering the digestive system
through the lenses of the VR glasses and the banana lab,
where they used 6 feet of plastic to squeeze the banana
from one end to the other making poop. It was amazing to
see our students work through the respiratory lab. How
many liters of air can you exhale? Ask our 7th graders.
Continuing, we took a circulatory trip through the heart
using siphon pumps and beakers. At the roundabout there
were turns made in the nervous and the musculoskeletal
systems.. To make it relevant students used a chicken
wing to identify tendons, muscles, bones and joints. . We
had lots of fun winging it.
Now to bring it full spectrum we have begun genetics. With
the flip of a coin students work through genetics with a
smile lab and 50/50 chance of will it be a boy or will it be a
girl? What is genotype, phenotype, dominant, recessive,
codominance and all the other descriptors that we inherit?
There was no stopping PSM’s 8th grade wave patrollers.
Who would have known that waves have behaviors and
special properties like amplitude, crest, trough and
wavelength. Before diving in, they learned the BIG
MAVERICkS is not the only type of wave. Once they
looked through the spectroscope and saw ROY-G-BIV it
was a wrap, white light is not white after all. Our surfers on
the patrol investigated the electromagnetic spectrum which
lead into how and why we see color. To culminate the
wave patrol was honored to have Dr. Corbit to donate and
walk us through the eye. We located the iris, optic nerve,
pupil and other interesting parts and facts about the human
eye through the eyeball of a cow.

Mr. Cash
7th grade Science has recently completed
a very long unit covering the organ
systems of the human body. The students
participated in many labs, including a
chicken wing dissection. We are now just
beginning our study of Human Genetics,
which will continue through the next few
weeks.
The 8th grade science classes recently
completed a unit on Waves, which
included light and sound waves. The unit
was capped off with the dissection of a
Cow eyeball. Thanks to Dr. Joanna Corbit
for her gracious donation of the eyeballs
and her time. She came to PSM to lead
the students through the dissection,
lending her expertise lab. 8th grade has
just begun its Astronomy unit.

7th Grade Social Studies
Mr.Friar’s 7th grade classes finished up a unit on the European Monarchs and Types of
Governments found around the world. We are now studying the French Revolution since
we've returned from break. We will also be starting a children's book presentation using the
different revolutions from around the world from the 1600’s to 1700’s.

A note from Guidance...
The state of South Carolina requires all students to complete an IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) conference.
The purpose of the IGP conference is to ensure that students are taking the required courses to progress
toward high school graduation, post-secondary school and career goals. Parents/guardians and students are
required to attend the meeting.
Conferences will begin January 14, 2019 and will go on until March 15, 2019.
Schedule your conference today by visiting www.bcsdschools.net/psm. Go to RESOURCES > GUIDANCE >
8th GRADE IGPS > SCHEDULING LINK . If you do not have a Google account, you can access the link via
your child’s BCSD Google account.

Submit a feedback form
by clicking the link below,
or copying it into your
address bar
https://goo.gl/forms/0rYcsxS
XXcXoQ1Yg1

The BCSD Spelling Bee is Thursday,
January 24th, 6pm, at Berkeley High
School. PSM will be represented by:
Rebecca Gehringer (6th grade)
Varshitha Vatti (7th grade)
Kelis Lincoln (6th grade)
Congratulations!

