
                   

Marrington Middle School of the Arts 

2020-2021 Summer Reading Challenge 
  

Challenge:    

You are being asked to read over the summer, and you will be rewarded for it!  You should read 

three books and complete the Summer Reading Documentation for the Summer Reading 

Challenge. 

 

6th – 8th Grade ELA Requirements: 

 Rising 6th, 7th, and 8th grade ELA students will read three books from the 2020-2021 South 

Carolina Junior Book Award Nominees list below.  

 All participants will complete the Summer Reading Documentation on the back of this Summer 

Reading Challenge. 

 

6th – 8th Grade GT ELA Requirements: 

 Rising 6th grade GT ELA students will read three books from the 2020-2021 South Carolina Junior 

Book Award Nominees list below.  

 Rising 7th grade honors students will read In a Glass Grimmly by Adam Gidwitz and two books 

from the list below.  

 Rising 8th grade honors students will read The Giver by Lois Lowry and two books from the list 

below.  

 All participants will complete the Summer Reading Documentation on the back of this Summer 

Reading Challenge. 

  

Reward:    

You will receive extra credit in your ELA class in the form of an extra quiz grade. You will also be 

invited to a Summer Reading Celebration which will include Kona Ice and various giveaways! 

The due date for turning in this challenge is the second Friday after we return to school. 

  

Grading:    

Completion of all required documentation will result in a quiz grade of 90%.  Up to 10 additional 

points will be added to the quiz grade if you thoroughly complete ONE of the Summer Reading 

Extra Points Activities; be sure to include your name on your submission. 

 

South Carolina Junior Book Award Nominees 2020-2021 

The Benefits of Being 

an Octopus 

Ann Braden 

Deep Water 

Watt Key 

Endling:  The Last 

(Endling, #1) 

Katherine Applegate 

Every Shiny Thing 

Cordelia Jensen & 

Laurie Morrison 

Everything Else in the 

Universe 

Tracy Holczer 

Front Desk 

(Front Desk Series, #1) 

Kelly Yang 

Genesis Begins Again 

Alicia D. Williams 

A Good Kind of 

Trouble 

Lisa Moore Ramée 

Harbor Me 

Jacqueline Woodson 

I Am Still Alive 

Kate Alice Marshall 

The Jigsaw Jungle 

Kristin Levine 

Lifeboat 12 

Susan Hood 

Marcus Vega Doesn’t 

Speak Spanish 

Pablo Cartaya 

The Miscalculations of 

Lightning Girl 

Stacy McAnulty 

The Night Diary 

Veera Hiranandani 

Not If I Save You First 

Ally Carter 

The Remarkable 

Journey of Coyote 

Sunrise 

Dan Gemeinhart 

Shouting at the Rain 

Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

Small Spaces 

Katherine Arden 

The Unteachables 

Gordon Korman 



____________________________________________’s Summer Reading Challenge Documentation 

Title 1: 

 

Number of Pages: 

Author: 

 

 

Brief synopsis of this book: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefly share your opinion of this book: 

 

 

 

 

 

Title 2: 

 

Number of Pages: 

Author: 

 

 

Brief synopsis of this book: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefly share your opinion of this book: 

 

 

 

 

 

Title 3: 

 

Number of Pages: 

Author: 

 

 

Brief synopsis of this book: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefly share your opinion of this book: 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please write neatly with ink or pencil, or you may type your documentation.  

 A synopsis is a summary.  In your own words, summarize the book in 6-8 sentences.   

 Your opinion should be stated in 4-5 sentences.  

 If needed, use additional paper and attach it to this sheet. 

 

       I am submitting an Extra Points Activity. (Circle)  YES or NO  



Marrington Middle’s 2020-2021 

Summer Reading Challenge Extra Points Activity 
  

Choose ONE of the following to create based on ONE of the books read. 

*Please include your name on your submission. 
  

1. Comic Book – Create a comic book version of your book.  Keep it simple, 

including only main events or highlights.  Use colors!  Don’t forget speech 

bubbles for dialogue.  The comic must be at least 8 frames long.  Each frame 

should be at least half a page.  You may use computer generated pictures, but 

half of the illustrations must be hand-drawn.  

  

2. Promotional Poster – Design a poster suitable for a local bookstore or the 

Library Media Center to display promoting your book.  Add enough information 

so that people will want to read the book!  The poster is to be on regular 8 ½ x 11 

paper, any color.  Remember – this is a PROMOTIONAL poster to advertise this 

book.  A regular poster without the advertising and promotion will only earn 

partial extra credit.  

  

3. Map – Draw a pictorial map for one of the main places this story occurs.  

Label the symbols using a key, and include a scale and compass rose.  At least 

half of the symbols must be handmade.  Explain how changing this place would 

change the plot of the book.  

  

4. Book Cover – Design a high quality, innovative new cover for your book on 

poster board.  At least ½ of the cover must be handmade.  Include the title, 

author, an illustration (different from the actual cover), and an inside cover flap 

with information about the book (no spoilers!).  

  

5. Postcard – Create a giant postcard (at least 8 ½ x 11).  Draw your favorite 

scene from the book on the back.  On the front, address the postcard to the 

author of the book in care of the publishing company.  On the left side of the 

front, write a short note to the author explaining why you like this scene.  

  

   - OR -  

  

   Postcard 2 - Create a postcard from one of the characters to either another 

character in the book or to the author.  Draw a picture on one side; write the 

message on the other.  

 



6. Timeline – Using at least 4 sheets of 9 x 12 cardstock or construction paper, 

create a timeline of the book.  The first panel should contain the title and author.  

Write at least 7 important events from the story.  Illustrate each event, and write 

a caption for each panel.  This caption should be a paragraph with at least 4 

sentences.  This should all be hand-drawn.  

  

   - OR -  

  

   Timeline 2 - After reading a book about history or a historical fiction book, 

create an illustrated timeline showing events of the story.  Draw a map showing 

the location(s) where the story takes place.  

  

7. Mobile – Create a mobile for your book.  On one side of each piece of the 

mobile, illustrate what is on the reverse.  Include the main characters, setting, 

and at least 5 important events from the book.  At least half of the illustrations 

must be hand-drawn.  

  

8. Soundtrack – Select songs that would be appropriate for the soundtrack of 

the book.  Be sure to include at least 9 songs with the title and artist.  Write a 

brief explanation of why you selected each song.    

  

9. License Plate – Design a license plate for either the author of the book or the 

book itself.  Write a brief explanation for the significance of the design you 

created.  

  

10. Character Poetry – Choose a poem that suits the character (topic if 

nonfiction).  Write a brief explanation for the significance of the poem you 

chose. 


