
 

 

English I Honors (Rising 9th graders) 
Berkeley High School 

2019-2020 Summer Reading Assignment 

Welcome to English I Honors! The rigorous English I Honors curriculum requires a high level of 
commitment from every student, in the classroom as well as outside the classroom.  The 
commitment begins with the summer reading assignment. You should have more than enough time to 
do an excellent job. Every student enrolled in Honors English I MUST complete this 
summer reading assignment.  

The following assignments are due the fifteenth day of school without exception for all students, 
even if you do not have an English class until second semester.  This assignment will count as a test 
grade in first quarter (or third quarter if you have English second semester). Grades will 
also be given during the semester for work done on the novels in class.  Any plagiarized work will 
receive a zero.   

If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Erin Drake (drakee@bcsdschools.net). 

 

English 1 Summer Reading Project Details 

1. You will be reading one fictional text and one nonfiction text. 

Required fiction text: Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

Required non-fiction text: This Star Won’t Go Out: The Life and Words of Esther Grace by 
Esther Grace Earl  

Each text deals with the theme of survival, which is reflected in the first unit of English I. These texts 
will be used as anchor texts in the first unit, so it is imperative that you not only become familiar with 
these texts for success in the summer reading assignment, but also for success in the first unit. It is 
recommended that you purchase your own copy of the novels so you may annotate them as needed 
and have them as a reference. 
 
2. Respond to the following prompt. Write an essay totaling 1500 – 2000 words. The word count 

must be placed at the very end of the essay, on its own line. You must use evidence from both 
texts to support your answer. There must be analysis of the evidence you choose to use in your 
essay – meaning you must do more than just summarize or explain. Definitely explain! But take a 
step further: analyze. Analyze WHY the evidence you have chosen from the novels supports your 
answer. What effect(s) does the evidence have on the reader? 

Prompt: Consider the survival situations it play for the characters in the two selected texts. 
Based on his/her character traits and their given survival situation, answer the following 
two questions: To what degree does the situation where survival is critical overpower one’s 
sense of morality and/or character? To what degree do our surroundings shape who we are 
and how we act? Apply this to the theme of survival present in both novels. 

 

3. The essay must be typed, printed, and in proper MLA format to receive full credit. If you are 
unsure of proper MLA format, a guide can be found at 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  
 

4. To prevent plagiarism, students are highly encouraged to run their final-copy essay through 
Grammarly’s free plagiarism checker. The website is: https://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism-
checker . It should be understood that if there is more than 3 percent plagiarism, that you must go 
back to your essay and FIX IT. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism-checker
https://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism-checker


 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR SUMMER READING 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Introduction/ 

Thesis 

*exceptional 

introduction that 

grabs interest of 

reader and states 

topic. 

**thesis is 

exceptionally 

clear, arguable, 

well-developed, 

and a definitive 
statement. 

*proficient 

introduction 

that is 

interesting and 

states topic. 

**thesis is clear 

and arguable 

statement of 

position. 

*basic 

introduction 

that states 

topic but lacks 

interest. 

**thesis is 

somewhat 

clear and 

arguable. 

*weak or no 

introduction of 

topic. 

**paper’s 

purpose is 

unclear/thesis is 

weak or missing. 

Completion *essay is at least 

1500 words in 

length and 

answers all parts 
of the task given. 

 

*Lacking 1 
criteria 

*Lacking 2 
criteria 

*Incomplete 

Support of 

Thesis/Analysis 

 

*exceptionally 

critical, relevant 

and consistent 

connections made 

between evidence 

and thesis. 

**excellent 

analysis. 

*consistent 

connections 

made between 

evidence and 
thesis 

**good 
analysis. 

*some 

connections 

made between 

evidence and 
thesis. 

**some 
analysis. 

*limited or no 

connections 

made between 

evidence and 
thesis. 

**lack of analysis. 

Organization/ 

Development of 
Thesis 

 

*exceptionally 

clear, logical, 

mature, and 

thorough 

development of 

thesis with 

excellent 

transitions 

between and 

within paragraphs. 

*clear and 

logical order 

that supports 

thesis with 

good 

transitions 

between and 

within 
paragraphs. 

 

 

 

*somewhat 

clear and 

logical 

development 

with basic 

transitions 

between and 

within 
paragraphs. 

*lacks 

development of 

ideas with weak 

or no transitions 

between and 

within 

paragraphs. 



 

 

Conclusion 

 

*excellent 

summary of topic 

with concluding 

ideas that impact 
reader. 

**introduces no 

new information. 

*good summary 

of topic with 

clear 

concluding 
ideas. 

**introduces no 

new 

information. 

*basic 

summary of 

topic with 

some final 

concluding 

ideas. 

**introduces 

no new 
information. 

*lack of summary 
of topic. 

Grammar/Usage/ 

Mechanics/Format 

 

*control of 

grammar, usage, 

and mechanics. 

**almost entirely 

free of spelling, 

punctuation, MLA, 

and grammatical 

errors. (>5) 

***proper MLA 

format throughout 

*may contain 

few spelling, 

punctuation, 

MLA, and 

grammar 

errors. 

**Very few, 

minor errors in 

MLA 

formatting 

*contains 

several 

spelling, 

punctuation, 

MLA, and 

grammar 

errors which 

detract from 

the paper’s 
readability. 

**Several MLA 
related errors 

*so many 

spelling, 

punctuation, 

MLA, and 

grammar errors 

that the paper 

cannot be 

understood. 

**MLA format is 

not recognizable 

Citation Format 

 

*conforms to MLA 

rules for 

formatting and 

citation of sources 
are perfect. 

*conforms to 

MLA rules for 

formatting and 

citation of 

sources with 

minor 
exceptions. 

*frequent 

errors in MLA 

format. 

*lack of MLA 
format 

 

Grade: 

 

Teacher Comments: 

 

 

 

 


